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Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Pentecost 24 

15 November 2009 

Preacher 

The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 
Readings: Daniel12. 1-3; Psalm 16; Hebrews 10.11-14, 19-25; Mark13.1-11 
 

Challenge to mission 
 

Today I have two things that I want to focus on: 

 

1) Draw your attention to the fact that Friday was the beginning of the International Week for 

the Prevention of Child Abuse and 

2) Reflection on what Sue Parkes had to say to us last week and our response. In so doing I 

may be a little provocative – taking up the suggestion in the Hebrews passage we have just 

heard that we consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds. 

1. I draw your attention to the week for the Prevention of Child Abuse not only because it is an 

important event but also because of 2 related events, one past and one future.  

(i) Tomorrow the Prime Minister will make a National Apology to the group who have become 

known as “the Forgotten Australians”.  The press release announcing this event read in part; 

A formal remembrance ceremony will be held in the Members' Hall in Parliament House where the 

Prime Minister will apologise, on behalf of the nation, to more than 500,000 Australians - many of 

whom suffered abuse and neglect while in out-of-home care last century.  

 

They include more than 7,000 child migrants who arrived under historical child migration schemes 

and who were often subsequently placed in homes and orphanages. 

 

Following the event, the apology will be tabled in the House of Representatives and the Senate.  

 

The apology, which has bipartisan support, will acknowledge the abuse and neglect suffered by 

many of these children and reflects the Government's determination that these terrible practices will 

never be repeated.  

 

Many former child migrants and other children who were in institutions, their families and the 

wider community have suffered from a system that did not adequately provide for, or protect 

children in its care.  

This is a significant step forward in the healing process for Forgotten Australians and former child 

migrants. 

 

The apology will acknowledge that what happened in the past was both real and wrong. It will make 

sure that a largely invisible part of our history is put firmly on the record. And it will remind the 

community of what happened to many of these children - the loss of family, the loss of identity and, 

in the case of child migrants, the loss of their country. 

 

The apology follows unanimous calls to start the healing process heard during the three Senate 

Inquiries: Lost Innocents - Righting the Record (2001), Forgotten Australians: A Report on 

Australians who experienced institutional or out-of-home care as children (2004) and the recent 

Lost Innocents and Forgotten Australians Revisited (2009).  
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An advisory group has been established to assist in developing the apology. It includes 

representatives from key organisations representing Forgotten Australians and former child 

migrants as well as Members and Senators from the Government, the Coalition and the Australian 

Greens. 

 

The advisory group is chaired by former Democrats Senator, Andrew Murray.  

 

The apology will recognise that many Forgotten Australians and former child migrants continue to 

face a range of complex issues, including mental and physical illness, homelessness, substance 

abuse, educational and family relationship difficulties, as a result of their experiences in out-of-

home care. 

 

(ii) On 19 September 2009 a Healing Service organised by the NSW Government in conjunction 

with Care providers and Care Leavers was held for those who grew up in institutional care - the 

service coincided with the unveiling of a memorial in the Royal Botanic Gardens in Sydney to 

acknowledge the difficulties that many care leavers experienced in their childhood and 

At that event a statement on behalf of non-government past providers of  institutional care, was read 

by the Bishop Robert Forsyth representing the following organisations: 

 

Anglicare, Baptist Churches of NSW & ACT ; Barnardos Australia; The Benevolent Society ; 

CatholicCare; MacKillop Family Services (Christian Brothers, Sisters of St Joseph, Sisters 

of Mercy); The Salvation Army; The Infants Home Child & Family Services; Uniting Church 

in Australia – NSW Synod, representing Wesley Mission and Uniting Care NSW & ACT; 

United Protestant Association of NSW.  

The statement read: 

On behalf of the non-government service providers represented here today, I acknowledge 

that many children placed in our care until 1990 did not receive the consistent and loving 

care that they needed and deserved.  

 It is now recognised that caring for children and young people who cannot live with their 

family must include regular and meaningful family contact, placement with siblings, 

consistent care givers and support for them to understand their experience of being in care. 

We acknowledge that for many children and young people, this was not the case.  

For the children and young people who did not receive the consistent love and care that they 

needed and deserved, we are sorry. 

For the children and young people who were neglected, mistreated and abused, we are 

sorry.  

For the families who entrusted their children to us and whose expectations were not met, we 

are sorry.  

To the Forgotten Australians, we stand committed to responding promptly, compassionately 

and respectfully to those who wish to approach us about their care experiences.  

I, on behalf of the non-government service providers represented here am privileged to be 

part of this Healing Service and commemoration for the Forgotten Australians. 

 

2. Sue Parks last week reminded us that all of us are called to mission in our own particular 

situation and context. Doug Golding in giving the Notes at the end of the Service then drew 

attention to the note on Connections about “Toys-n-Tucker” the Anglican Christmas appeal and the 
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suggestion we extend support to sign up to distribute flyers one week and follow up the next week 

by knocking on doors to collect contributions. Now I knew that not everyone would do so, but I was 

surprised by the result. When I looked at the sign-up sheet after the 9:45 am service no one had 

signed up to be involved. I half jokingly said to Chris Hobart who was still here, “I think I might get 

up next week and say, ‘I’m resigning, it’s obvious no one has been listening to what I’ve been 

saying for the past 4 years!” Chris said, “That’ll make them sit up and take notice!” 

Don’t worry, I’m not about to resign, but I’d be less than honest if I didn’t tell you I was 

disappointed by the lack of response. 

 

It set me thinking as to why there was such a non-response? No doubt there were a multiplicity of 

reasons, but I suspect one of them was because people were being asked to step outside their 

comfort zone. So I thought perhaps we can find another way – so today you have all been given a 

bundle of 20 Toys-n-Tucker flyers. I ask you to use them to solicit support for Toys-n-Tucker. You 

could 

a) Distribute them in your street by leaving them in people’s letter boxes. You will see the 

flyer says contributions can be left at the Rectory, but you might like to put your name and 

address especially if you live some distance away from St Mark’s. 

b) More personally, give them to friends, relatives, work colleagues and ask them to help. 

Also Dorothy has arranged for us to set up a table outside Franklins next Saturday to ask shoppers 

to contribute. We need people to give an hour or 2 to come and hand out flyers – so please put your 

name on the list in the Narthex if you can help. Most people are more than happy to support 

something like Toys-n-Tucker if we make it easy for them to do so! 

 

So there is a challenge for you. It might mean moving a little out of your comfort zone, but I’ll be 

very surprised if you don’t find it a positive experience, being pleasantly surprised by people’s 

response.  

 

Contributions need to be here at St Mark’s by the last Sunday of the month, 29
th
 November.  

 

___________________________________ 


